
Platte Valley Healthcare Sustainability Project 
PO Box 549 

Saratoga, WY 82331 
May 24th, 2019 
 
Dear Valley Citizens, 
 
We are writing you today with grave concerns about recent developments in Valley Healthcare.  Our group, The Platte Valley Healthcare Sustainable 
Project, represents a diverse group of concerned local citizens that are solely focused on ensuring healthcare remains viable and sustainable here in 
our community.  Our goals are simple: 
 

-Preserve and improve existing clinic and nursing home operations 
-Explore more sustainable healthcare funding and business models 
-Increase the safety of our communities by ensuring local access to quality healthcare 
-Promote public awareness and input on healthcare issues 

 
We are asking for your consideration and action as people of influence in our Valley.  As you may already understand our healthcare system in the 
Valley is very fragile.  Under the current business models, our clinic and nursing home are at significant financial risk.  This will affect us, our 
families, friends, employees and co-workers for years to come.  We have learned through our community assessment that our fellow residents value 
and demand local healthcare availability.  Our group has researched alternatives and obtained data that is guiding our decision making process.  We 
firmly believe there are options to ensure we all have quality primary care here locally.  Not seeing this process though has very real potential to 
destabilize the nursing home and clinic operations. 
  
What concerns us the most is the lack of transparency in recent moves made by the Mayor.  At the May 7, 2019 Council Meeting the Mayor 
informed the Council that he directed the Town’s Attorney to review the Clinic Lease, who indicated that the current clinic operators were in 
violation for not providing 24 hour call.  A week later, on May 13, at the direction of the Mayor, the Town Clerk informed the current clinic 
operators that their lease would not be discussed at the May 21, 2019 meeting. However, during the May 21 meeting, the Mayor invited another 
healthcare provider to give a presentation on their ideas for taking over Clinic operations. This presentation came as a surprise to two of the council 
members as well as meeting attendees.  More importantly, the current healthcare providers were not informed that this meeting was in fact taking 
place.  The presentation was not on the agenda and given during the public comments.  In correspondence that is now public, it is becoming clear that 
the Mayor initially intended to “entertain a motion that the Town of Saratoga give notice to the current providers of notice of intent to terminate the 
lease for cause.”  We are truly lucky it did not come to this.  Had this motion passed, the Valley would certainly lose its nursing home operation and 
further put increased financial strain on clinic operations. 
 
The lack of transparency that has been demonstrated on repeated occasions by this administration has caused us to become extremely concerned 
about the final outcome of this matter.  This is how we read this situation, but we need your help by giving input and fostering positive ideas that will 
help us all make the best decision for our Valley. 
 
We would like to encourage our communities to look at this situation in a positive manner.  We are at a critical crossroads to where we as a have an 
opportunity to move forward productively or risk losing healthcare altogether.  We as citizens, community members, and business owners want to 
take this opportunity to demand our government work for us in a public setting and help make our community a better place in the future.  Valley 
healthcare affects all residents south of I-80.  Let us hold the Mayor of Saratoga accountable to his campaign promise of staying out of the healthcare 
business and allow the community to make decisions on healthcare’s future in the Valley.  We believe our community should give a start-up clinic 
business a chance to fulfill their lease obligations with steady and measured progress and wait to see the results of financial feasibility projects that 
the community awaits. 
 
We urge you to choose a representative of your organization to attend and speak to this sentiment at the next Saratoga Council Meeting June 4th, 
2019 at 6:00 pm.  Please invite all of your membership to attend and show their support as we work together on this important healthcare initiative. If 
you have questions about this issue please feel free to contact any of our members below. 
 
Signed, 
 
Platte Valley Healthcare Sustainability Committee Board Members 
 
Teense Wilford 307-329-8181 George Haigh 307-710-9800 Sonja Collamer 307-326-5546 
Leslie McLinskey 307-710-2400 Karran Bedwell 307-321-4428 Will Faust 307-329-8486 


